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Total Hours in School Comparison 

Chiropractors vs. MDs 
 
 

Subject 

Chiropractic Schools 

Total Hours* 

Medical Schools 

Total Hours* 

Anatomy-Physiology 540 508 
Chemistry 165 325 
Microbiology 120 114 
Neurology 320 112 
Physiology 240 326 
Pathology-Geriatrics-
Pediatrics 

360 401 

Psychology-Psychiatry 60 144 
Radiology 360 148 
Orthopedics 210 156 
Diagnosis, Dermatology, 
Ears, Eyes, Nose, Throat 

630 324 

Obstetrics/Gynecology 60 148 

Total Hours 3,065 2,706 

Sources: “Chiropractic Education: A Comparison to Medical Education,” MAC Journal (April 2009);  

General chiropractic education takes a minimum of 7 academic years. Before 
admission to chiropractic college, a student must take two years’ worth of basic 
science courses, including anatomy, physiology, chemistry, physics, English, & 
psychology. A typical chiropractic curriculum is four academic years or ten 
trimesters, with a total of 4800 hours in lecture, laboratory, and clinical 
experience. 

Dr. Anderson received an additional three years of post graduate 
study to become a Masters Certified Upper Cervical Specific Doctor.  

He is currently a Senior Instructor for the KCUCS (Knee Chest 
Upper Cervical Specific) organization & teaches seminars to 

Chiropractors & Chiropractic students from around the world. 
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